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Messiah, part 2

Introduction
As we dive into the second part of this study,
remember there are a few Biblical principles we
need to keep in mind. First, we need to allow
Scripture to interpret itself, thus guarding against
any private interpretation, as 2Peter 1:20 warns.
Second, for prophecies involving time elements,
we must use the ‘day/year’ principle given in
Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6. According to the

principle, one prophetic day is equal to one literal
year.

With these tools in mind, let's dig into the last
portion of this amazing prophecy that reveals the
time, and thus the identity of the Messiah.

Again for clarity, we’ll take it phrase by phrase.

Study Questions

Verse 26a “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself…”

Sometime after 27 AD, Jesus Christ would be ‘cut off’, but not for himself.

25. What does it mean to be ‘cut off’? Numbers 9:13
Note: To be “cut off” is not just to die a physical death, but actually means to be separated from

God’s people, and ultimately, even from God himself. This was the fate of those who were
unrepentant and rebellious in Israel.

26. But Jesus was without any sin of His own. How is it that He was “cut off”? Whose sins did He take
upon Himself? Isaiah 53:6

Note: Jesus had no guilt of His own, he had committed no sin. It was the sins of the entire
world, our sins, that he willingly took upon Himself, which resulted in his being cut off.

Verse 26b “...and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary…”

27. Who is this Prince? (He was mentioned in Daniel 9:25 already)

28. Jesus is that Prince, so then who would the ‘people of the prince’ be? Matthew 2:5,6

29. The “people of the Prince” is Israel. So, is it possible that Israel destroyed itself from within?
Hosea 13:9

30. What was the root cause of the destruction? Acts 7:51-53
Note: Israel had corrupted themselves from within, having rejected both the Lawgiver and His

law, as well as all the prophets sent to them generations prior. They did not accept the Messiah, nor
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did they obey His law.

31. In speaking to the chief priests, Jesus states plainly the result of rejecting Him as Messiah. What
source did Jesus refer to for this warning? Matthew 21:42-46

Note: Jesus appealed to the Scriptures as testimony against the disobedient nation. The
rejection of the warnings sent to Israel by God’s messengers, the prophets, ultimately was a rejection
of the God who gave those warnings.

Verse 26c “...and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations
are determined.”

32. Who does the Bible describe as coming in like ‘a flood’? Isaiah 59:19
Note: Israel, no longer having the presence of God among them, nor His protection, they were

at the mercy of their enemies.

33. What did Jesus declare concerning the condition of the temple? Matthew 23:37,38

Note: The rebellion against the warning messages of the prophets and rejection of the
Messiah, ultimately resulted in an enemy invasion and the physical end of the temple and their city,
which Jesus declared had already been left desolate.

Verse 27a And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease…”

Thus far we have discovered what transpired during the first 69 weeks of this 70 week prophecy. Now
we come to that final prophetic ‘week’.

34. Using the Biblical day/year principle, what is the total literal length of this final prophetic week?
Numbers 14:34, Ezekiel 4:6

35. If the 69th week ended in 27 AD, what year marks the end of the 70th week?

36. What year would mark the ‘midst’ or middle of that final seven years?
Note: The middle of that final 70th week would be 27AD + 3½ and would bring us to 31AD.

According to this prophecy, something significant would happen midway through that final seven
years, that would bring an end to the sacrifices and offerings that had been carried out for thousands
of years. This would certainly be a very significant event.

37. What happened in the year 31 AD that caused the sacrifice and offering to cease, or end? Luke
23:33,34,44,46

Note: The Lamb of God offered himself a ransom for sinners, being crucified in the year 31 AD.

38. What supernatural event occurred that confirmed this prophecy and signified the end of the
necessity for further sacrifices? Mark 15:38

Note: The same hour that Jesus surrendered His life up for the sins of mankind, the veil in the
temple was torn from top to bottom. This veil was said to be the width of a man's hand, so it was not
torn by human hands. This rending of the curtain between the holy place and most holy, signified that
the ultimate sacrifice had been offered and the penalty for sin paid in full. No further animal sacrifices
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were necessary, as the ministry was transitioning from the earthly sanctuary, into the sanctuary in
heaven. The symbols were no longer needed. The reality of those symbols had come in the flesh.

39. Who would confirm this covenant with many? Hebrews 13:20, 2:3.
Note: This prophecy, as we have seen from Scripture, applies to the timing and the work of the

Messiah, Jesus Christ. However, the popular teaching today actually applies this portion of the
prophecy to an unidentified antichrist somewhere near the end of time. This is unwarranted, as there
is no evidence within the text itself for such an application. Furthermore, there is a separate prophecy
that does actually identify the antichrist and his counterfeit ministry of 3½ prophetic years, which we
will study later in this series. Remember, for every truth that God has, Satan has a counterfeit.

40. The old covenant was ratified with the blood of oxen at Mt Sinai. According to Scripture, what was
it that confirmed, or ratified the new covenant? Hebrews 9:22

Note: It was Jesus’ blood that ratified the new covenant. The blood of oxen, sheep and goats
that was used in the earthly sanctuary service was only a representation of the blood of Jesus that
would one day be shed for all sin. The blood of animals was powerless to cleanse from sin, as it was
just a symbol for that time, to teach God’s people the cost of sin, and to help prepare them to
recognize and receive the Messiah when he appeared.

41. The earthly sanctuary ministry required the blood of animals. What does the ministry within the
sanctuary in heaven require? Hebrews 9:12

Note: Animal sacrifices under the old covenant were made in their untold thousands. Numerous
sacrifices daily, for generations, But Jesus’ blood, spilled just once upon the cross, is sufficient to
cleanse every person who is willing to receive it.

42. Who would this new covenant be made with? Hebrews 8:10

“...and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
In Matthew 24:15,16 and Luke 21:20, Jesus, in warning his disciples of the coming destruction of
Jerusalem, describes armies that would surround the city, and makes reference back to the book of
Daniel. Three and one half years after Jesus death on the cross, in 34AD, the 70 weeks/490 yrs
came to an end, marking the end of the allotted period of probation.

43. What event marked the end of the 490 year prophecy in 34AD? Acts 7:59
Note: In Acts 7, Stephen rehearses the history of God's mercy and leading in Israel, and the

unwillingness of her leaders to heed the prophets. They had not repented of their denial of the
Messiah, and they confirmed this by stoning Stephen. They had destroyed themselves and the fate of
Jerusalem was sealed. In 70 AD, the Roman armies completely destroyed and burned the city and
the sanctuary, and many thousands of Jews were killed by the sword.

Prophecy reveals once again the divine origin of
Scripture. This amazing 70 week prophecy
clearly reveals the year of the Messiah’s
sacrifice. It tells us that the Messiah would be ‘cut
off’ in 31 AD. History testifies that Jesus Christ

was in fact crucified in that very year. This 70
week prophecy with its precise fulfillment, builds
confidence in the much longer 2300 day
prophecy of Daniel 8, that it will likewise be
fulfilled with precision.

Conclusion



4

Architecture of Salvation - StudyGuideNo. 15 Copyright 2021. All rights reservedc

In spite of the accuracy of this prophecy, some
may asking is there a prophecy that reveals the
month, day, or even hour of the Messiah’s

sacrifice? As a matter of fact, we find the answer
to this very question within the festival of
Passover which we will study in the next lesson.

44 Doesn’t this prophecy refer to a future antichrist who makes a covenant and then breaks that
covenant?

Note: As we discovered, this prophecy refers to the Messiah. The text nowhere refers to antichrist.
This idea came from the pen of a 16th century, counter-reformation jesuit priest(Francisco Ribera),
attempting to divert attention from the papacy as the antichrist.The idea being, if protestants can be
persuaded that the antichrist appears somewhere in the distant future, the papacy could not possibly
be that antichrist power.

45 Isn’t the 70th week still in the future?

Note: As we learned, the 70th week was when Jesus was cut off for the sins of mankind. In the
middle of that final prophetic week of time, Jesus was crucified and then rose from the grave on the
third day, marking the most significant event that has ever transpired. These 70 prophetic weeks span
490 literal years. Were the 70th week still future, having had thousands of years transpire since the first
69 weeks, the prophecy would cease to be 70 weeks long.

Counterfeit


